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EU gives Ghana €7 million in
support of vocational education

Dr Ransford Gyampo with EU head of delegation in Ghana

Posted on Thu Feb 2nd, 2017 under Ghana

The European Union (EU) has announced a €7 million support for the promotion
of technical and vocational education training in the country.

Mr. William Hanna, its Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution
to e˪�orts at strengthening the development of the private sector to transform
the lives of the people.

He was speaking at the o뵟cial launch of the phase three of the Ghana Skills
Development Initiative (GSDI) in Kumasi.

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development and seeks to improve the quality of the
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traditional apprentice system in the informal sector.

Co-funded by the EU, it is being implemented by the German Development
Agency – GIZ in collaboration with the Council for Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (COTVET).

It has been working in ෵�ve trade areas – electronics, garment, welding,
cosmetology and auto-mechanics.

Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills development to the
nation’s economy and urged the youth to take to vocational and technical
training to become economically self-supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the economy on the
path of progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzla˪�, the German Ambassador in Accra, said technical and
vocational education training (TVET) was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising
unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the EU (7.2 per
cent) and this was achieved largely because of the priority put on vocational
training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major focus of the
Ghana-German development cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people were trained
under the project and that had brought added value to the workforce.

He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and technical
education.

Source: GNA
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EU partners M of Education to launch GSDI III today (Ghana)

By Bernard Busulwa | Business & Financial Times, Ghana
February 2, 2017

The German and EU Ambassadors to Ghana will today join the Minister of Education (MoE), Mr Matthew Opoku Prempeh, in Kumasi to launch the “Ghana Skills
Development Initiative” (GSDI III) in Ashanti Region.

This is the beginning of a new partnership between Ghana and the European Union in the area of skills development.

The new project aims to improve the quality of the traditional apprenticeship system, by enhancing skills and quali着�cations of the apprentices from the informal
sector.

The project is commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and co-funded by the European Union.

It is implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in cooperation with the Council for Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (COTVET) and other public and private sector stakeholders.

Its current phase, GSDI III, started in April 2016 and is co-funded by the European Union under its Ghana “Employment and Social Protection Programme”
(GESP). The EU formally joined GSDI from 1t October 2016.

The total budget of this action, for the period 2016-2019, is € 10.77 million (The EU contribution is € 7 million).

Between 2012 and 2016, GSDI was implemented in the following regions: Greater Accra Region, Northern and Volta Regions. The trade areas are: Electronics,
Auto-mechanics, Garments, Cosmetology and Welding. Through the EU contribution, the action will cover three additional regions and three new trade areas.

A TVET component in the agriculture sector (ATVET) has also been introduced. Synergy between this project and the new “Market Oriented Agriculture Project”
MOA, a future EU-German Cooperation Programme (€ 20 million from the EU + € 10 million from German Cooperation) is also foreseen.
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EU partners MoE to launch GSDI III today

The German and EU Ambassadors to Ghana will  today join the Minister of Education (MoE), Mr Matthew Opoku Prempeh,  in Kumasi to  launch the “Ghana Skills
Development Initiative” (GSDI III) in Ashanti Region.

This is the beginning of a new partnership between Ghana and the European Union in the area of skills development.

The new project  aims  to  improve  the quality  of  the  traditional  apprenticeship  system, by enhancing  skills  and qualifications of  the apprentices  from  the  informal
sector.

The project is commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and co­funded by the European Union.

It  is  implemented  by  the  Deutsche  Gesellschaft  für  Internationale  Zusammenarbeit  (GIZ)  GmbH  in  cooperation  with  the  Council  for  Technical  and  Vocational
Education and Training (COTVET) and other public and private sector stakeholders.

Its current phase, GSDI III, started in April 2016 and is co­funded by the European Union under its Ghana “Employment and Social Protection Programme” (GESP).
The EU formally joined GSDI from 1  October 2016.

The total budget of this action, for the period 2016­2019, is € 10.77 million (The EU contribution is € 7 million).

Between 2012 and 2016, GSDI was  implemented  in  the  following  regions: Greater Accra Region, Northern and Volta Regions. The  trade areas are: Electronics,
Auto­mechanics, Garments, Cosmetology and Welding. Through the EU contribution, the action will cover three additional regions and three new trade areas.

A TVET component  in  the agriculture sector  (ATVET) has also been  introduced. Synergy between  this project and  the new “Market Oriented Agriculture Project”
MOA, a future EU­German Cooperation Programme (€ 20 million from the EU + € 10 million from German Cooperation) is also foreseen.

February 2, 2017
Source: thebftonline.com/Ghana
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The European Union (EU) has announced a €7 million support for the promotion of

technical and vocational education training in the country.

Mr. William Hanna, its Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution to

efforts at strengthening the development of the private sector to transform the lives

of the people.

He was speaking at the official launch of phase three of the Ghana Skills

Development Initiative (GSDI) in Kumasi.

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic

Cooperation and Development and seeks to improve the quality of the traditional

apprentice system in the informal sector.
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Co-funded by the EU, it is being

implemented by the German Development

Agency – GIZ in collaboration with the

Council for Technical and Vocational

Education and Training (COTVET).

It has been working in five trade areas -

electronics, garment, welding,

cosmetology, and auto-mechanics. Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance

of skills development to the nation’s economy and urged the youth to take to

vocational and technical training to become economically self-supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the economy on the

path of progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador in Accra, said technical and

vocational education training (TVET) was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising

unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the EU (7.2 per cent)

and this was achieved largely because of the priority put on vocational training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major focus of the

Ghana-German development cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people were trained under

the project and that had brought added value to the workforce.

He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and technical

education. 
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Business News of Friday, 3 February 2017 Source: GNA

EU gives €7 million in support of technical and
vocational education

 William Hanna, EU Ambassador to Ghana

The European Union (EU) has announced a €7 million support for the promotion of technical and vocational
education training in the country.

Mr. William Hanna, its Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution to efforts at strengthening the
development of the private sector to transform the lives of the people.

He was speaking at the official launch of phase three of the Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI) in
Kumasi.

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and
seeks to improve the quality of the traditional apprentice system in the informal sector.

Co­funded by the EU, it is being implemented by the German Development Agency – GIZ in collaboration with
the Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (COTVET).

It has been working in five trade areas ­ electronics, garment, welding, cosmetology and auto­mechanics.

Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills development to the nation’s economy and urged the
youth to take to vocational and technical training to become economically self­supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the economy on the path of progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador in Accra, said technical and vocational education training
(TVET) was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the EU (7.2 percent) and this was achieved
largely because of the priority put on vocational training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major focus of the Ghana­German development
cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people were trained under the project and that had
brought added value to the workforce.
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He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and technical education.
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The European Union (EU)
has announced a €7 million
support for the promotion of
technical and vocational
education training in the
country.
          Mr. William Hanna, its
Ambassador to Ghana, said
it was part of its contribution
to efforts at strengthening
the development of the
private sector to transform
the lives of the people.

         He was speaking at the official launch of the phase three
of the Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI) in Kumasi.

        GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and
seeks to improve the quality of the traditional apprentice
system in the informal sector.

         Co­funded by the EU, it is being implemented by the
German Development Agency – GIZ in collaboration with the
Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(COTVET).

         It has been working in five trade areas ­ electronics,
garment, welding, cosmetology and auto­mechanics.

          Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills
development to the nation’s economy and urged the youth to
take to vocational and technical training to become
economically self­supporting.
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          He noted that the youth had enormous potential to
sustain the economy on the path of progress.

          Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador in
Accra, said technical and vocational education training (TVET)
was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising unemployment.

         His country has the second lowest youth unemployment
rate in the EU (7.2 per cent) and this was achieved largely
because of the priority put on vocational training.

          He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has
become a major focus of the Ghana­German development
cooperation.

          Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said
331 people were trained under the project and that had
brought added value to the workforce.

          He urged the government to pay more attention to
vocational and technical education.
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EU gives €7 million in support of technical and vocational education

By Florence Afriyie Mensah, GNA

Kumasi, Feb 02, GNA – The European Union (EU) has announced a €7 million support for the promotion of
technical and vocational education training in the country.

Mr. William Hanna, its Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution to efforts at strengthening
the development of the private sector to transform the lives of the people.

He was speaking at the official launch of the phase three of the Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI)
in Kumasi.

http://www.ghananewsagency.org/education
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/features
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/world
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/africa
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/print/112890
http://www.ghananewsagency.org/economics/eu-gives-7-million-in-support-of-technical-and-vocational-education-112890


2/3/2017 EU gives €7 million in support of technical and vocational education

http://www.ghananewsagency.org/economics/eu­gives­7­million­in­support­of­technical­and­vocational­education­112890 3/5

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development and
seeks to improve the quality of the traditional apprentice system in the informal sector.

Co­funded  by  the  EU,  it  is  being  implemented  by  the German Development  Agency  – GIZ  in  collaboration
with the Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (COTVET).

It has been working in five trade areas ­ electronics, garment, welding, cosmetology and auto­mechanics.

Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills development to the nation’s economy and urged the
youth to take to vocational and technical training to become economically self­supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the economy on the path of progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador  in Accra, said technical and vocational education training
(TVET) was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the EU (7.2 per cent) and this was achieved
largely because of the priority put on vocational training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major focus of the Ghana­German development
cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people were trained under the project and that
had brought added value to the workforce.

He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and technical education.
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EU gives €7 million in support of technical and
vocational education

The European Union (EU) has announced a €7 million support for the promotion of technical
and vocational education training in the country.

Mr. William Hanna, its Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution to efforts at
strengthening the development of the private sector to transform the lives of the people.

He was speaking at the official launch of phase three of the Ghana Skills Development
Initiative (GSDI) in Kumasi.

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development and seeks to improve the quality of the traditional apprentice system in the
informal sector.

Co­funded by the EU, it is being implemented by the German Development Agency – GIZ in
collaboration with the Council for Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(COTVET).
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It has been working in five trade areas ­ electronics, garment, welding, cosmetology, and
auto­mechanics. Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills development to the
nation’s economy and urged the youth to take to vocational and technical training to become
economically self­supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the economy on the path of
progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador in Accra, said technical and vocational
education training (TVET) was the way forward to tame Ghana’s rising unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the EU (7.2 per cent) and this
was achieved largely because of the priority put on vocational training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major focus of the Ghana­
German development cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people were trained under the
project and that had brought added value to the workforce.

He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and technical education.

Comments:
This article has 0 comment, leave your comment.

Do you have an article for publication? Please email it to editor@modernghana.com.
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Education Implementation
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Timothy Nakoja, father of a 14­year­old boy with cerebral palsy has said his family is
forced to loc ...

Government To Create New Authority To Handle All

Youth Programmes – Asiamah

Tuesday, February 7, 2017

Sports Minister­designate Isaac Asiamah has said government will create the Youth
Development Author ...
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The European
Union (EU) has
announced a €7
million support
for the promotion
of technical and
vocational
education
training in the
country.

Mr. William
Hanna, its

Ambassador to Ghana, said it was part of its contribution to efforts
at strengthening the development of the private sector to transform
the lives of the people.

He was speaking at the official launch of the phase three of the
Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI) in Kumasi.

GSDI is a project assisted by the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development and seeks to improve the
quality of the traditional apprentice system in the informal sector.

Co­funded by the EU, it is being implemented by the German
Development Agency – GIZ in collaboration with the Council for
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (COTVET).
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It has been working in five trade areas – electronics, garment,
welding, cosmetology and auto­mechanics.

Ambassador Hanna underlined the importance of skills
development to the nation’s economy and urged the youth to take
to vocational and technical training to become economically self­
supporting.

He noted that the youth had enormous potential to sustain the
economy on the path of progress.

Mr. Christopher Retzlaff, the German Ambassador in Accra, said
technical and vocational education training (TVET) was the way
forward to tame Ghana’s rising unemployment.

His country has the second lowest youth unemployment rate in the
EU (7.2 per cent) and this was achieved largely because of the
priority put on vocational training.

He said it was on the basis of this that TVET has become a major
focus of the Ghana­German development cooperation.

Mr. Sylvester Deh, Executive Director of COTVET, said 331 people
were trained under the project and that had brought added value to
the workforce.

He urged the government to pay more attention to vocational and
technical education.

Source: GNA
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Official Launching Ceremony Of GSDI III In Ashanti Region
03/02/2017 - 12:26

Events

The Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI) III has successfully launched its activities in the
Ashanti Region with new support from the European Union at a ceremony at the Kumasi Technical
Institute (KTI) in Kumasi.

On behalf of the German Government and implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in cooperation with the Council for Technical

Vocational Education and Training (COTVET), the GSDI seeks to improve the quality of the

traditional apprenticeship system in the informal sector to enhance skills and qualifications. Its

current phase (GSDI III) started in April 2016 and is co-funded by the European Union under its

Ghana Employment and Social Protection Programme (GESP).

The ceremony was attended by H. E. Christoph Retzlaff, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic

of Germany to Ghana, H.E. William Hanna, the Ambassador of the European Union to Ghana,

Hon. Matthew Opoku Prempeh, the Minister of Education, Sebastian Deh, the Executive Director

of COTVET and over 100 guests from trade associations, members of the international

community, traditional leaders, training providers and other GSDI partners.

The project supports the introduction of competency based training (CBT) standards and a

cooperative training model. It combines both workplace-based training in the informal sector

and school-based training modules at selected TVET training providers. “The strengths of the

German approach were adapted to the Ghanaian context” stated the German Ambassador during

his speech, while adding “Young people need skills to build secure livelihoods for themselves.”

The Minister of Education, represented by the Acting Vice-Chancellor of the Kumasi Technical

University, Prof. Mike A. Acheampong, highlighted the support that the German Development

Cooperation has been providing to the TVET sector over the last five years. Since 2012, a total of

16 training providers and 10 trade associations cooperated on the implementation of the

Delegation of the European Union to Ghana

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ghana_en


2/16/2017 Official Launching Ceremony Of GSDI III In Ashanti Region ­ European External Action Service

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ghana/19865/official­launching­ceremony­gsdi­iii­ashanti­region_en 2/2

Author

Press and information team of the Delegation to GHANA
Press and Information

cooperative apprenticeship training for 232 apprentices and 232 master craftspersons in 3

regions and in 5 trade areas in Ghana. In March 2016, 188 apprentices (81%) successfully

achieved their assessments and received a nationally recognized National Proficiency I certificate.

GSDI will now expand to 3 additional trade areas and 2 agricultural value chains. It will also reach

out to 3 additional regions – amongst them the Ashanti Region. The new financial support from

the EU will contribute to this upscaling. “Today is the beginning of a new partnership between

Ghana and the European Union in the area of skills development. Working together we are

investing in youth.” said the EU Ambassador.

After the inaugural ceremony, the dignitaries present took a tour of the KTI and interacted with

some of the students who were engaging in their training activities. The KTI is one of the training

providers, which will participate in the programme and introduce CBT courses for apprentices,

workers and master craftspersons as part of the developed cooperative apprenticeship training

system.

About Ghana Skills Development Initiative

GSDI is a project commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and

Development and implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in cooperation with the Council for Technical and Vocational

Education and Training (COTVET) and other public and private sector stakeholders. GSDI III

started in April 2016 and is co-funded by the European Union.

GSDI seeks to improve the quality of the traditional apprenticeship system in the informal sector

to enhance skills and qualifications. The project supports the introduction of competency based

training (CBT) standards and a cooperative training model. It combines workplace-based training

and courses at selected TVET training providers

So far, GSDI has been working in five trade areas (electronics, garment, welding, cosmetology,

and auto mechanics) and three regions (Greater Accra, Volta, and Northern). GSDI III will expand

to 3 additional trade areas, 3 additional regions, and 2 agricultural value chains.
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