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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: September 2022

Press Release
Empowering Ghana's Workforce: Unveiling the STTSG Project.
Accra, Ghana, 2 June 2023: The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH on behalf of the the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and its co-financing partner, the European Union (EU) is proud to announce the official unveiling of the Support to the Transformation of the TVET System in Ghana (STTSG) project, generously funded by the BMZ and the EU. 
This groundbreaking initiative aims to revolutionize Ghana's Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) system by strengthening the capacities with regard to steering, TVET personnel and labour market orientation. The momentous unveiling event which was hosted by the Ministry of Education in Accra today had in attendance, esteemed dignitaries, government officials, education experts, industry leaders, and representatives from international organizations. 
The 2-hour event served as a platform to showcase the EU’s contribution to the development of skills in Ghana through the EU-Ghana Pact for Skills (Pact4Skills). The Pact4Skills contributes to the Team Europe Initiative (TEI) on Smart, Green and Digital Recovery in Ghana and will provide the additional funding to the STTSG project which is commisssioned and financed by the German Government in cooperation with the Government of Ghana’s Ministry of Education to transform the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) System in Ghana.   
In her introductory remarks, the Country Director of GIZ, Regina Barbosa stated that, the German Government remains committed to supporting the transformation of TVET system in Ghana. According to Regina, the unveiling event marks a significant milestone in Ghana's journey towards a vibrant and inclusive TVET system, “it symbolizes a collective commitment to transforming lives, driving economic growth, and building a prosperous future for the nation.”
Through the STTSG project, Ghana envisions an enhanced TVET system that aligns with industry demands, facilitates job creation, and equips the workforce with relevant skills. The project will support the Government of Ghana in establishing an efficient TVET education system, through the application of Competency based training, active engagement of the private sector, development of a demand-driven TVET curricula as well as the  integration of green and digital skills.
In his keynote address, the German Ambassador to Ghana, H.E. Daniel Krull mentioned that Germany and Ghana have had good relations and development cooperation dating back to the days of Ghana’s independence in 1957. According to the Ambassador, together with national partners, Germany aim to support the achievement of sustainable and equitable economic growth as well as faster poverty reduction in Ghana. “Ghana is one of the priority countries for German development aid abroad” he added.
He appauded the Government of Ghana for embrassing the Transformation of TVET. According to him, this will ensure that the employable skills that meets labor demands are developed to ensure that Ghana’s young women and men who seem to be missing out on career opportunities due to lack of technical skills, can be able to enjoy the promising economy of the country.
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is a political partner for the STTSG project. It is implemented by GIZ in cooperation with the Commission for TVET (CTVET), Ghana TVET Service, and other public and private sector stakeholders.


-END-
For more press enquiries, please contact Felicity Manu Fekaa via felicity.fekaa@giz.de  +233593884771 or Hephzibah Armah via Hephzibah.armah@giz.de +233531003317
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[bookmark: _Hlk120272250]The Support to the Transformation of the TVET System in Ghana (STTSG) project is commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), with funding support from the European Union (EU). It is implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in cooperation with the Ministry of Education and other public and private sector stakeholders. The project is new within the technical cooperation programme "Training and Sustainable Growth for Good Jobs" in Ghana as a spin-off from the previous project “Programme for Sustainable Economic Development” (PSED).
In Ghana, approximately 85% of the economically active population work in the informal sector. The traditional training of apprentices makes up for about 80 to 90% of the overall Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). However, most TVET programmes and training providers do not meet the demands of the private sector. In 2019, the Government of Ghana initiated a transformation of the TVET sector better known as “Harmonization of TVET”. In this context, all 218 TVET institutions which were previously spread over 19 different ministries were organized under the umbrella of the Ministry of Education (MoE). Two agencies were newly established: The Commission for TVET (CTVET) responsible to regulate, promote and administer TVET and the TVET Service (TVETS) responsible to manage, oversee and implement approved national policies and programmes relating to pre-tertiary TVET. These two agencies are, among others, responsible for the expansion of competency-based training (CBT) approaches in Ghana. 
Over the years, GIZ on behalf of the German Government supported reform processes through the Ghana Skills Development Initiative (GSDI). The STTSG project is a continuation of the support to the Government of Ghana in this regard.
The overall objective of the project it to strengthen the capacity of the Ghanaian TVET system with regard to steering, TVET personnel capacity and labour market orientation. The project supports the Ghanaian Government’s strategy to enhance the TVET system by expanding structures and developing skills.
The major areas of support for the project include but are not limited to the following: 
· Strengthening the capacities of state actors for TVET reform. 
· Improving the competencies of TVET personnel to apply CBT.
· Enhancing the integration of the private sector into the TVET system.
· Ensuring the availability of vocational schools offering training courses in green sector. 
· Supporting the digital transformation of the TVET system.

For more information about the Support to the Transformation of TVET in Ghana project, kindly visit www.ghanaskills.org. 

ABOUT GIZ GHANA
GIZ has over 50 years of experience in a wide variety of areas, including economic development and employment, energy and the environment, and peace and security. We work with businesses, civil society actors, and research institutions, fostering successful interaction between development policy and other policy fields and areas of activity. The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) is our main commissioning party. Currently, GIZ promotes sustainable development in Ghana via about 50 programmes and projects. Our activities currently cover three priority areas: Energy and Climate, with a concentration on renewable energy and energy efficiency; Sustainable Economic Development, Training and Employment, and Peaceful and Inclusive Societies, which looks at good governance. For more information, please visit www.giz.de/ghana. 
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